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The Urban Expansion Over the Agricultural Land in Amman, 1919-1994
N. Al-Thahir*

Abstract

This study aims at exploring the problem of urban expansion over the agricultural land in Greater Amman.
With the assistance of the Royal-Geographic Center, the researcher analyzed a series of photos and topographic
maps which covered the years 1919, 1945, 1973, 1984, 1989 and 1994.

The study showed that the urban expansion, which took place in Amman, was due to the continuous and
constant political unrest in the area, which resulted in continuous flows of refugees coming to Jordan. This has
urged the planners to study the problem, on the other hand, the topography of Amman, nice weather and
availability of water in the northwestern part of Amman (the agricultural land) encouraged the population to
reside and make it an easy target for tons of cement and steel.

The expansion of urbanism over the agricultural land made Amman one of the most beautiful cities which
expanded much faster than other cities, it has become a million population city in less than a century. The size
of the city has become 525sq km, it has increased more than 262 times compared to 1919. The population
increased about thousand times and the size of urban areas increased more than 30 times in the same period.
Consequently, the agricultural land has decreased from 218sq km in 1945 to 129sq km in 1994. This decrease
justifies the seriousness of the research problem. .

The researcher has studied the dimensions of the problem which are represented in demolishing the
agricultural land, weakening the food security in Jordan, in addition to polluting the environment represented in
exhausting the water resources and transferring the fresh water to brackish water.

The study proposed several solutions to the problem as follows:

— Reclassifying the land use and direct the housing projects towards opposite directions towards south east
through some development dimensions towards the Queen Alia Airport, the Ring Road, Sahab Industrial
Area and Abu Nsair Area. :

— The enforcement of vertical housing style instead of horizontal housing.

These proposals shall contribute to keep large space areas for gardens, yards and parks. Also, the shift of
housing projects from north and west to the south and east will make a lot of savings in the cost of building and

keep the fertile land for next generations and assure food national security.

* Head of Development and Training Department, Al-Balqa Applied University, Salt, Jordan. Received on 7/6/2000 and
Accepted for Publication on 2/4/2001.
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